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“I love work. I can 
watch it all day.”

Such is the joke I 
sometimes tell when 
other folks are working 
— and I happen to be 
observing them while 
they work. 

The 61st Regular Convention of the 
South Dakota District is in the rearview 
mirror, and now the work begins! What 
work? The work of inviting our friends 
and neighbors — nearby and far away 
— to behold and trust the world’s only 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The convention was held April 19-21 in 
Sioux Falls, under the theme, “Behold 
Your God!” The theme verse was Is. 
40:9:

“Go on up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good news; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusa-
lem, herald of good news; lift it up, 
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
‘Behold your God!’ ”

We, the people of God of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod who live in 
South Dakota, have experienced our 
Lord’s help in countless ways, and we 
have countless opportunities to witness 
to those around us: “Behold your God! 
Know that He has an immeasurable 
supply of grace for you in Jesus Christ.” 

Standing by and observing others do the 
work of sharing Christ’s love is not the 
way to go! The time is short. Our Lord 

See MESSAGE, page 2

Now, let’s get to work
could return any time to judge the living 
and the dead.

The need is urgent. 

“Whoever believes in [the Son of 
God] is not condemned, but who-
ever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.” 
— John 3:18

Many of our district conventions have 
central resolutions, adopted by the 
delegates, that carry the theme of the 
convention and serve as a focal point 
of ministry for individuals, congrega-
tions, schools and other ministries in 
the district for the coming three years. 
Resolution 2-01 was that resolution 
in our recent convention. One of the 
whereases of 2-01 states: “Unbelievers 

can meet the living God in the person 
of a transformed believer and his or her 
modest examples of Christian faithful-
ness, kindness, and forgiveness” (Matt. 
5:16; 1 Peter 2:12).

One of the resolves states: “That individ-
ual circuits or adjoining circuits in the 
District endeavor to equip God’s people 
to share the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ 
through word and deed by utilizing 
Synod and District resources such as the 
Every One His Witness workshop, LCMS 
Rural & Small Town Mission (RSTM), 
and the District’s Outreach Service Area, 
coordinating such efforts through the 
Executive Secretary of the District.”

Resolution 2-01’s final resolve says: 
“That congregations and schools in the 
District be encouraged to apply for a 
District Harvest Grant to be used for 
events and ministries that reach out into 

Guests receive 
meals from 
volunteers at 
Faith Lutheran 
Church, Sioux 
Falls, at the 
Bishop Dudley 
Hospitality 
House home-
less shelter in 
2017. 
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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their communities and contexts with 
“the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).”

Circuits, congregations, schools — 
that’s all of us working together. It’s 
you, a precious child of God, doing 
your part to enable someone else to 
“Behold [Their] God.” You and I do 
this because it was Jesus and His sav-
ing work that has earned forgiveness 
and live everlasting for us. Any work 

we do for Him is our “thank you” to 
Him!

Please go to the district’s website for 
more information about the conven-
tion: sddlcms.org. You will find edify-
ing and equipping resources, such as 
a video of the opening worship service 
and videos of the Bible studies led by 
the Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16; Rom. 16:25-27
“…not ashamed of the Gospel”

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Home church/city:  __________________________________________  

 __________________________________________

Age Group: ___21-30 ___31-45 ___45-60 ___61 or over

___Male ___Female

___Single ___Divorced ___Widowed

Dietary Restrictions:  ________________________________________
 ________________________________________

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS OCT. 3
You can find more information and to register online, go to  
sddlcms.org/news-events/event/singles-retreat 

Please send this form and your $30 registration fee to:
South Dakota District
3501 Gateway Boulevard
P.O. Box 89110 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109

The Vocation of Singleness 
A weekend singles retreat

Oct. 12-13
Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church and School

Black Hawk

When we talk about the various voca-
tions that we hold in this life, there’s a 
lot to be said about marriage and family.

But what about being single? 
What about those who have been wid-
owed or those who haven’t been given 
the gift of a spouse? Does Scripture 
actually speak about this particular 
station in the Christian life?

As we turn to God’s Word, we find that 
He does have a lot to say about those 
who are not married. The Lord equips 
all of His people, including those who 
are single — with countless ways to 
serve their neighbor with time, talent 
and treasure. To those who aren’t mar-
ried, He gives unique gifts and oppor-
tunities — many of them that aren’t 
available to those who hold the vocation 
of husband or wife. 

By trusting in God’s wisdom, the 
unmarried Christian can find plenty of 
good work and joy within this voca-
tion, whether it’s lifelong or temporary. 
Beginning with God’s Word, we’ll take 
a look at what our Lord has to say 
about His will in the lives of His single 
children. We’ll examine the places of 
service that are open to those who aren’t 
married and how these individuals fit 
into the body of Christ. 

Together, we’ll see how faith, hope and 
love take root and grow in this unique, 
if often overlooked, station in life.

Submitted by the Rev. Tony Oliphant, 
pastor, Redeemer, Elmhurst, Ill. Rev. 
Oliphant will be presenter for The Vocation 
of Singleness retreat, beginning at 6 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 12, and closing with 
worship at 1:30 p.m. the following day at 
Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church and 
School, 7308 Wedgewood Dr., Black Hawk.

The registration fee is $30. Lodging has 
been arranged at Grand Stay Residential 
Hotel in Rapid City. 

Questions? Send an email to the Rev. 
Randy Sturzenbecher at DSLCPastor@
divineshep.org.

Christian … 
and single? 



AUGUST 2018  /  3

DISTRICT NEWS

Send submissions 
for the district 
supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the October issue is 
Aug. 15.

ACCEPTED
▶  Brent Keller, candidate, Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., accepted the call as pastor 
from Peace, Alcester, June 5.

▶  The Rev. Jeremy Richert, St. John/
St. Matthew, Magrath, Alberta, 
Canada, accepted the call of pastor 

from Holy Cross, Dakota Dunes, 
May 12.

▶  Andrew Wolgram, candidate, Con-
dordia Seminary, St. Louis, accepted 
the call as pastor from St. John/
Zion, Groton/Andover, May 18.

▶  The Rev. Tim Koch, Concordia/
Immanuel, Cresbard/Wecota, 
accepted the call as pastor from 
Emanuel, Milbank, June 30.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Jacob Bobby, First Trinity, 

Bloomfield, Neb., received a call of 
associate pastor from St. John’s, 
Yankton, June 14.

▶  The Rev. Ryan Drevlow, senior 
pastor, Our Redeemer, Sioux Falls, 
received a call of pastor from Trini-
ty, Madison, Neb., June 14.

VACANCIES
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Concordia/Immanuel, Cresbard/

Wecota

Call Information
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▶  Plankinton/White Lake,  
St. Paul/Trinity

▶  Rapid, Zion (associate pastor)
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Wagner/Fairfax, St. John/Trinity

Bethesda Lutheran School in Hot 
Springs hosted a National Luther-
an Schools Accreditation (NLSA) 

Visiting Team May 1-2 following its sev-
en-month NLSA self-study. During its 
exit report, the team’s captain, Eunice 
McCarty, Nebraska District early-child-
hood consultant, announced that the 
team is recommending that Bethesda 
Lutheran School and Early Learning 
Center be re-accredited for another five-
year term.

Dr. Kenneth Palmreuter is the school’s 
principal.

McCarty cited six particularly strong 
qualities evident at Bethesda: 
▶  satisfied parents, 
▶  the joy expressed and demonstrated 

by the children,
▶  passion for teaching in a strong fami-

ly-like atmosphere,

▶  excellent current administration,
▶  faithful volunteers and congregational 

support, and
▶  classrooms that are spacious and 

bright.

In its written report, besides citing the 
school’s strengths, the team provided its 
recommendations for continued school 
improvement, which staff at Bethesda 
will develop into a strategic plan to be 

addressed during the next five years.

In addition to the NLSA self-study, 
Bethesda Lutheran School and Early 
Learning staff and the school board 
have been preparing for its next 
children’s ministry growth activity 
— licensure with the South Dakota 
Department of Social Services as a 
before-and-after school child-care and 
summer-care center.

Hot Springs school gets re-accreditation
The team consisted of, 
from left, David Geidel, a 
retired Lutheran school 
administrator from 
Dimock; McCarty; Natalie 
Graumann, kindergarten 
teacher at Zion, Rapid 
City; the Rev. Robert 
Gardner, retired pastor 
from Hot Springs; and 
Palmreuter
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Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

“For the Lord is 
good, his 
steadfast love 
endures forever; 
his faithfulness 
to all genera-
tions.”  
— Ps. 100:5 

It was great to see so many of you at con-
vention in June under the theme “Sharing 
God’s Love from Generation to Genera-

tion.” Our new officers are beginning to roll 
up their sleeves to plan our activities for the 
next two years! 

We are currently in the heat of the summer, 
and getting ready for puppet place ministry 
at the state fair; Christian Life workshops; 
LWML Sunday, asking, “What will LWML 
look like in your church this year?”; saving and 
planning to go to the next national convention.

Here are a few things for you to be aware of: 
▶  “Our Rest in a Changing World” is the 

theme for the 2018 LWML Sunday. Materi-
als can be found at lwml.org/lwml-sunday. 
LWML Sunday is usually celebrated the 
first Sunday in October, but can be ob-
served at any time.

▶  Sign-up for the bus to the LWML conven-
tion in Mobile will be due early January 
(round-trip from Sioux Falls June 19-24).

▶  Designs are needed for our convention ban-
ner. If you enjoy designing banners, please 
start planning — the Board of Directors 
will vote on designs in January. 

The LWML 38th Biennial Convention will 
be held June 20–23, 2019. The theme is “In 
Praise to the Lord!” The Scripture verse is: 

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of 
his salvation from day to day. Declare his 
glory among the nations.”  
— 1 Chron. 16:23–24a

I hope to see you at the state fair, Christian 
Life workshops, or your fall rally. And what-
ever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him (Col. 3:7).

With love from Lisa

Getting ready for Mobile

Linda Reiser, former LWML pres-
ident (2003–07) was the keynote 
speaker. Greetings from national 
LWML were given by Leslie Jaseph, 
LWML meeting manager. The Rev. 
Robert Mundahl, LWML senior 
pastoral counselor, was the pro-
claimer for the convention worship 
service. The Rev. Steve Weispfen-
nig, LWML district pastoral coun-
selor, led the Bible studies.

Those attending the convention 
participated in servant events and 
made 147 cards and 55 thank-you 
notes for military personnel and 17 
fleece blankets for Orphan Grain 
Train. Gifts from the Heart were 
collected for the Alpha Center (897 
gifts, 3,294 diapers and $255) and 
the Children’s Inn (804 gifts and 
$300), both of Sioux Falls.

Delegates selected 11 mission 
grants totaling $50,000, to be 
funded during the 2018–20 
biennium:
1.  Harvest Winds Sewing Factory, 

Parmalee — $5,000
2.  Life: A Better Choice, Lutherans 

For Life of South Dakota — 
$5,000

3.  Pre-school and Pre-Kindergarten 
Karen/Hispanic Interpreters, 
Mount Calvary, Huron — $5,000

4.  Food and Clothing Co-op, Con-
cordia Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. —$5,000

5.  Orphan Grain Train, Humani-
tarian Aid to Peru, Milbank — 
$5,000

6.  Children’s Bible Stories for India 
and Sri Lanka Families, Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation — $5,000

At convention, grants  
selected, officers elected
The 60th Convention of the Lutheran Women’s Mission-
ary League (LWML) South Dakota District was held June 
1–2 at the Sioux Falls Convention Center. Here we cele-
brated 75 years of history of being Lutheran Women in 
Mission. More than 260 from across the state attended.

7.  Sharing the Love of Christ in 
Lima, Peru (Nichelle Dykema, 
LCMS missionary) — $5,000

8.  Curriculum Enhancements, 
Black Hills Lutheran Schools; 
Rapid City — $5,000

9.  Early Childhood Center, Divine 
Shepherd, Black Hawk, — 
$5,000

10.  Operation Barnabas for Com-
fort Dog LCMS Congregations 
— $2,500

11.  In Their Own Language: Dis-
tributing the Jesus Film to New 
Americans in South Dakota; 
POBLO (People of the Book 
Ministries) International — 
$2,500 

Officers elected to four-year 
terms were:
▶  Susan Swanson, Chamberlain — 

Vice President of Communication
▶  Nyla Jurrens, White — Vice Pres-

ident of Special Focus Ministries
▶  Heather Miller, Sioux Falls — 

Secretary
▶  Donna Harr, Sioux Falls — Fi-

nancial Secretary
▶  Bobbie Bierman, Mansfield — 

Nominating Committee, chair-
man

▶  Elaine Hankel, Spearfish — 
Nominating Committee

▶  Arlene Naasz, Rapid City — 
Nominating Committee

▶  The Rev. Daniel Grimmer,  
Mitchell — Pastoral Counselor

Videos and pictures can be found at 
sdlwml.org/conventions/2018.

Nancy Bogenhagen
LWML District Webmaster
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Greetings 
in the name 
of our Risen 
Savior, Jesus 
Christ!
It is a great privi-
lege to be able to 
serve you as your 
new LWML pasto-
ral counselor. This 
summer, I have 
been studying 
what the Scriptures say about mission. 

Mission begins first with God. Eph. 
1:5-6 teaches us that God, before the 
foundation of the world, has chosen 
those whom He will save. He causes His 
Word to go out to the far corners of the 
world so that those whom he has cho-
sen will hear the Gospel, be brought to 
repentance and faith by the Holy Spirit, 
and through the Holy Spirit persevere 
in faith until the end. Mission work is 
all about God’s grace: God’s grace in 
choosing the elect for salvation, God’s 
grace in sending preachers of the Gos-
pel to call and gather His people into 
His church, and God’s grace to begin 
and sustain faith in them.

It is also God’s grace that He uses poor 
sinners like me and you to be His in-
struments as He works to call and gath-
er His church. What a blessing and a 
privilege this is for us! Each of us plays 
a part in God’s mission according to our 
various vocations. As you collect your 
mites, God is working through you to 
bring the Gospel to all people. Through 
the Gospel, the Holy Spirit will bring 

the salvation won by Jesus Christ for 
fellow sinners.

It will be my joy to work in service 
to God’s mission alongside you for 
the next four years. I have served as 
associate pastor at Zion, Mitchell, for 
the last three years. I’ve been married 
to Christine, a deaconess, since 2014. 
Together we have two sons: Adam, 2, 
and Simeon, 5 months. 

I have a small LWML “claim to fame” 
in that my great-aunt, Alberta Barnes, 
was the LWML president from 1983 
to 1987. I didn’t even know that until 
a few years ago when she went to be 
with Jesus and I read it in her obituary. 
Though I knew she was involved in her 
church, she served humbly. She knew 
that the mission belongs to God, and 
she was blessed to serve and trust it all 
to Him.

In that spirit, I take up my service as 
counselor. I promise to serve faithfully 
to provide guidance and support to 
your work in service to Christ’s mis-
sion. May the peace of Jesus be with 
you!

Introducing the new  
pastoral counselor

Rev. Daniel 
Grimmer
LWML District  
Counselor

Stop by the air-conditioned Puppet 
Place at the South Dakota State Fair 
and watch the puppet show, which 
shares God’s love for us. Performances 
are held each day of the fair at 11 a.m. 
and 1, 3, 5 and 6 p.m. 

Be greeted by volunteers in animal 
costumes and invited in to the show by 
members of the South Dakota District 
LWML. Children will receive whistles 
after the show and Bible studies will be 
distributed to the adults. 

See you state fair! 
2018 zone worker schedule
▶  Thursday, Aug. 30: Yankton Zone
▶  Friday, Aug. 31: Aberdeen Zone
▶  Saturday, Sept. 1: Black Hills Zone
▶  Sunday, Sept. 2: Brookings Zone
▶  Monday, Sept. 3: Chamberlain Zone
▶  Set-up and clean-up: Huron Zone

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Puppet Place!

Heather Miller
Gospel Outreach Committee 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Abortion is a destructive action that 
kills an infant in the womb. Yet in the 
daily life of some, abortion is known 
to be OK. Killing an unborn infant 
because of unclear reasons is not OK; it 
is cruel and goes against God’s wishes. 
Some believe the baby is not alive so 
abortion is not murder, but the Bible 
says otherwise. 

Is. 46:3b-4 says:
“[You] have been borne by me 
from before your birth, carried 
from the womb; even to your old 
age I am he, and to gray hairs I will 
carry you. I have made, and I will 
bear; I will carry and will save.” 

From this passage God says He is with 
every person before birth, so each 
baby is known by God before being 
conceived. Taking away that chance of 
life for the baby to live by God’s Word 
is murder. “You shall not murder” is a 
commandment that abortion clearly 
goes against. Stealing a pure, innocent 
child from a life is cruel. Why is it 
not considered murder to some? It 
is destroying a life that has already 
started in God’s eyes. According to 
Abort73, a website against abortion, 
“Approximately 893,000 abortions took 
place in the United States in 2016.” 
The website also showed 25 percent 
of the abortions were because of not 
being prepared for a child. If someone 
is not ready for a child, there are 
precautions to not get pregnant. Simple 
solutions can prevent an abortion from 
happening.

Some put their selfish needs before 
God and give reasons as to why it’s OK 
to terminate a life. They say it was a 
mistake, that it didn’t mean to happen. 
God doesn’t plan mistakes; He planned 
for His son to die on the cross to take 

For our schools
Aug. 5: For our schools so that God will be present 
when making decisions concerning our youth and 
communities. 

Aug. 12: For our administrators, teachers and staff, 
that God would use them as Christian instruments in 
teaching our youth.

Aug. 19: For our Lutheran schools so that God’s Word 
would fill the needs of all of the children and families.

Aug. 26: For all our school board members and ad-
ministrators, that God would be their guide and the 
biblical principles their focus.

AUGUST  
PRAYER LIST

on our sins. He planned to take away 
our suffering by grace, although we 
don’t deserve it. He loves us so much 
that He gave His son to die so that 
we might live eternally with Him in 
heaven. He knows us more than we do 
ourselves, and still loves us. Our sinful 
nature consumes us, but God still loves 
us. He loves everyone, including the not 
yet conceived. 

You shall not murder is the sixth 
commandment. Abortion clearly shows 
sin; it murders a baby who cannot 
defend itself. Abortion should be seen 
truly as the covered-up sin it is. The 
devil tries disguising it and our sinful 
nature believes in the devil’s words. 
Acting as if the pure baby inside the 
mother is not yet alive, so killing it 
would not be murder. It’s alive by God’s 
Word. It’s seen as murder to God, and 
should not be legal. Abortion is not 
any different than shooting another 
person, except the murderer is the one 
conceiving the child. 

If pressured into this situation, there 
is always help. Don’t choose to steal a 
child of God from the world around 
us. The child could have grown up 
beautifully, but the opportunity was 
stolen. 

Adoption is an option available if ends 
can’t meet. But the ugly sin inside us is 
selfish and tries to disagree with God’s 
teachings. God knows us and loves us. 
He wanted our sin washed away so 
we could live with Him in peace. He 

does this all through His grace, not 
by anything we have done. Jesus took 
the weight of our sins so we could live 
eternally and hurt no more. Yet we still 
take that for granted. We try to weave 
lies out of nowhere, causing abortion 
to be another sin we look over. God 
loves us, His creation, so dearly that the 
devil tries to trick us into sinning; tries 
to squeeze sin after sin into our minds 
until some people give in. But God stays 
with us until our lives on earth start to 
fade. 

Abortion is a sinful action that can be 
avoided. If not ready for a child, getting 
pregnant can be avoided by using 
precautions. Abortion murders a child 
of God; a child that even before being 
born is known by God. He loves His 
creation because of His unconditional 
love for us. He gave His one and only 
son to die on a cross for us so that we 
might be with Him in heaven to live 
eternally. Every life is loved by God 
because we are His creation. He loves 
the ones born and unborn, and wants 
us all to live with Him. 

Works Cited
“U.S. Abortion Statistics.” Abort73.
com/Abortion Unfiltered, abort73.
comabortion_facts/us_abortion_statistics

Student speaks for life
The following was written by 
Abigail Buchmann, a 10th-grader 
who attends Zion, Mitchell, and 
won first place in grades 9-12 of 
the Lutherans For Life of South 
Dakota, Inc. essay contest.
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Trinity, Hartford 
hosts workshop 
on Alzheimer’s
“Do You Know Me Now?” was the 
name of the presentation led by the 
Rev. Max Phillips, pastor of Christ 
Lutheran Church, Bouton, Iowa. In 
addition, he serves as the CEO of 
Perry Lutheran Home, an elderly 
care community specializing in 
dementia and intergenerational care; 
and executive director of Lutheran 
Family Service, a counseling and 
adoption ministry. Pastor Phillips has 
served as bi-vocational minister for 
most of his career, spending 33 years 
in telecommunications, where he 
served as a senior executive for Quest 
Communications.

Pastor Phillips has served his church 
in parish, district and Synod positions. 

From left, Rod Hohn, Camille Hohn, Joy Hohn, Rev. Max Phillips, Patsi Wenzlaff, Rose 
Kunkel, Ray Matthies, Donna Vogt and George Vogt.

Today, he and his various ministry 
partners travel to make others aware of 
the mission of proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to those suffering with Alzheimer’s 
disease and their families, along with 
clinical information about the disease 
and the needs to support caregivers.

Pastor Phillips gave the message during 
worship on May 13 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Hartford. He also led a Bible 
study, and presented the workshop in 
the afternoon.

The workshop was funded with seed 
money from Thrivent Financial.

During the Sunday service on 
May 13 at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, Sisseton, Clarice 
Arbach was honored for her 
75 years of playing organ for 
the congregation. How old was 
she when she began playing for 
worship services at Emanuel? 
Twelve!

In his sermon, the Rev. Scott 
Sailer, district president, said: 
“Imagine a worship service filled 
with words but no music! We 
would be omitting something 
God commands. Ps. 30:4 says, 
‘Sing to the Lord, you saints 
of His; praise His holy name.’ 
Psalm 47:6 says, ‘Sing praises to 

God, sing praises; sing praises 
to our King, sing praises.’ And 
God doesn’t seem to mind if our 
singing is a bit out of tune, as He 
invites us: ‘Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.’ Clarice, thank you 
for helping this congregation to 
praise our living and active and 
loving God!”
There was more excitement 
to come at Emanuel following 
the worship service — the 
congregation broke ground for 
a ground-level fellowship hall, 
kitchen and classrooms.

The Rev. Jim Wilshusen is the 
pastor of Emanuel and Zion, 
Waubay. Clarice and Reynold Arbach

75
years!

Organ player  
brings ‘joyful 
noise’ to Emanuel
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Pastor Grams retires from pastoral ministry

DISTRICT NEWS

After a career spanning 40 years, the 
Rev. Craig Grams, pastor of St. John’s, 
Groton, and Zion, Andover, retired 
from the ministry July 8 and is plan-
ning to move to Sioux Falls, where his 
daughter, Jessica, and her husband, 
Mike, reside.

Although Pastor Grams’ hometown is 
Zimmerman, Minn., he graduated from 
high school in Elk River, a town about 
10 miles south. As a child, he and his 
two older brothers (one now deceased) 
and two younger sisters were raised on 
the family farm.

“Going to college to become a minister 
was an easy decision for me,” he said. 
“Even when I was still in grade school, I 
knew that I wanted to be a minister.”

Following high school, Grams attended 
Concordia College in St. Paul, Minn., 
and then Concordia Senior College in 
Fort Wayne, Ind. He continued his edu-
cation in Springfield, Ill., and complet-
ed his theological training, receiving 
his Master of Divinity Degree in Fort 
Wayne.

His first call was from St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, Columbia, where he 
served for 11 years.” Both of his children 
were born while he served this congre-
gation. 

From Columbia, his family moved to 
Gregory, where he served another St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, this time for 
about five years.

For the next 23 years, Grams once 
again served at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, this time in Groton. His chil-
dren grew up in Groton and graduated 
from high school there.

His son, Adam, is a compliance officer 
at the University of Central Florida in 
Orlando. “It is his job to make sure that 
the athletic department and its athletes 
follow all the rules and regulations,” 
Grams said.

Jessica and Mike are business owners 
in Sioux Falls. Pastor Craig plans to 
move into a duplex owned by Jessica 
and Mike.

Grams has kept himself very busy up 
into retirement. 

“The first things that most people think 
of when asked to describe my job is 
that I preach, teach, baptize, marry 
and bury,” he said, smiling. “That list, 
although accurate, is still incomplete. I 
also do counseling of many types, give 
chapel talks to our pre-school children, 
make hospital and shut-in visits, and 

conduct services at the nursing home 
and at Rosewood Court.

“Being a minister means wearing many 
hats, some of them at the same time!”

He also serves as an on-call hospital 
chaplain for Avera St. Luke’s and meets 
with other LCMS ministers in the area 
once a month.

“In addition to getting to know so many 
people and enjoying their friendship,” 
he said, “the job that I enjoy doing the 
most is preaching. I spend a lot of time 
writing and preparing for each sermon 
before I ever step into the pulpit.

“The change from a small town where 
I knew just about everybody to a large 
city will be a big adjustment for me. 
After I’ve acclimated myself to big-city 
life, I may fill in for some pastors who 
are on vacation or continue as an on-
call chaplain in the hospitals. 

“Of course, for those of you who know 
me best, you know that I will definitely 
watch Vikings football games, inter-
spersed with my favorite westerns, 
while I enjoy a piece of strawberry pie 
every now and then.”

Submitted by Doreen Nelson, member of 
St. John’s, Groton

The congregation of Peace Lutheran Church, 
Alcester, rejoiced on May 20 when two adults 
— Lisa Woodward and Fred Hentke — were 
baptized and confirmed. They are pictured with 
the Rev. Paul Warnier, vacancy pastor. 

Blessings in Alcester

The Rev. Christopher A. Navurskis 
was installed as the new senior 
pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Huron, on June 3. 

Pastor Navurskis’ vicarage supervi-
sor, the Rev. Bill Paepke, emeritus, 
Rapid City, was the preacher for 
the service. Chris had been serving 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hinck-
ley, Ill., when he received the call 
from Mount Calvary. He is a 2004 
graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis. 

Chris is married to Miriam (nee 
Mischnick). The couple have three 
children: Mark, 13, Nate 11, and 
Claire, 6.

Mount Calvary welcomes Rev. Navurskis


